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CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 10628 
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TAGS: PGOV, RP 

SUBJECT: GOP AMBASSADOR TO JAPAN 

REF: MANILA 9687 

AMBASSADOR BENEDICTO CONFIRMED TO EMBOFFS THAT HE WILL BE 
LEAVING HIS POST AS GOP AMBASSADOR TO JAPAN, AS REPORTED 
REFTEL, BUT NOTED THAT COLT .ANTES HAS REFUSED POSTING TO 
TOKYO, PRINCIPALLY, BENEDICTO SAYS, BECAUSE OF THE 
FINANCIAL HARDSHIP WHICH COLLANTES BELIEVES HE WOULD 
UNDERGO. COMMENT: PERSONAL FINANCES MAY ONLY BE A PART 
OF STORY BEHIND COLLANTES' DECISION. COLLANTES AND INGLES 
HAVE LONG BEEN JOCKEYING FOR THE NUMBER TWO SLOT AT DFA, 

WHILE KEEPING A SHARP EYE ON THE OFFICE OF AGING DFA 
SECRETARY, ROMULO. (BENEDICTO'S INDUCTION AS HEAD 
OF PHILIPPINE SUGAR COMMISSION REPORTED SEPTEL.) 
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